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(54) DOCUMENT READING SYSTEM 

(57) Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To improve 
understandability by hieralchically capturing the 
contents of document from the format information and/or 
logical structure of the document, changing output order 
and/or voice attribute, etc., according thereto and 
changing the same to voices. 

SOLUTION: The hieralchizing of source text is executed 
based mainly on tags. The part sandwiched by the tag 
(H1) and the tag (H2) is determined as a title and the 
subsequent first paragraph is determined as a content. 
Next, the tag of a sub-block is searched from the tags 
of lower layers and the section between the first tag 
(H2) and the next tag (H2) is determined as a sub-block. 
Further, from the next tag (H2) to the last are 
similarly processed. If there is no operation from a 
user at all, the title, the content and the title of the 
sub-block are read in this order and are shifted to the 
next sub-block and are similarly read. Identification is 
assisted by adding different effect sounds before the 
title, the content and the title of the sub-block, 
respectively and/or by changing voice kinds. The reading 
is continued to the lowermost layer block by repeating 
such. 
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